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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 0I064I 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 L-03 COME-00 EB-07 H-02 SP-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-I5 PRS-01 TRSE-00 
OMB-01 /05I R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/RA:DRMORAN:EO 
APPROVED BY NEA/RA:SEPALMER,JR. 

NEA/RA:DMORRISON 

L/NEA:WRHODES 

NEA/ARP:JLYLE 

USDOC:CSWANSEN 

I72248Z 07 1 52 1 /6 1 

PR 172142Z JAN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DOHA PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

UNCLAS STATE 01 064 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT:ARAB BOYCOTT: DISCRIMINATORY REQUESTS 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED FROM USDOC TWO BOYCOTT-RELATED 
REPORTS WHICH ARE DEEMED TO BE DISCRIMINATORY IN NATURE 
AND WHICH ARE REPORTED HEREWITH EOR APPROPRIATE EMBASSY 
ACTION. 

2. EOLLOWING REPORTS IN THE JTA DAILY NEWS BULLETIN, 

MARCH 16, 1976, THAT THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS (AJC) 

HAD PURCHASED SHARES IN GENERAL MOTORS AND INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER, THE ISRAEL BOYCOTT OFFICE IN DOHA FORWARDED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 010641 

TO THE TWO COMPANIES A REQUEST FOR CERTIFIED DOCUMENTATION 
SHOWING THE EXTENT OF FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION OF THE AJC 
IN THE TWO FIRMS. 

3. SUCH REQUESTS APPEAR CONTRARY TO THE ANNOUNCED GOB 
POLICY THAT RELIGION OR CREED HAS NO PLACE IN THE BOYCOTT 
OF ISRAEL. U.S. FIRMS ARE PROHIBITED BY USDOC REGULA- 
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TIONS FROM PROVIDING INFORMATION IN RESPONSE TO BOYCOTT- 
RELATED REQUESTS CONCERNING RELIGION OR TAKING ANY 
OTHER ACTION WITH EFFECT OF DISCRIMINATING AGAINST 
U.S. CITIZENS OR FIRMS ON THE BASIS OF RELIGION. THE 
EMABASSY IS REQUESTED TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO APPROPRIATE 
GOB OFFICIALS TO 1.) ASK BASIS FOR GOB (I.E. BOYCOTT OFFICE) 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT FIRMS' ASSOCIATION WITH 
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION (I.E. AJC), 2.) REQUEST THAT GOB 
HALT FURTHER ACTION ON OUTSTANDING REQUESTS (U.S. FIRMS 
ARE PROHIBITED BY EXISTING REGULATIONS FROM RESPONDING 
TO ANY BOYCOTT-RELATED REQUESTS AS TO AFFILIATION OF 
FIRMS OR PERSONS WITH RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS) AND 

3. ) SEEK ASSURANCES OF GOB ACTION TO PREVENT RECURRENCE 
OF DISCRIMINATORY REQUESTS. 

4. AJC IS A TAX EXEMPT RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION. 

SHOULD BOYCOTT OFFICE SEEK TO JUSTIFY ITS REQUESTS 
ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE AJC IS ENGAGED IN POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES DIRECTED AGAINST THE ARAB BOYCOTT, SUCH 
REQUESTS ARE STILL CONTARARY TO U.S. POLICY AND RAISE 
INHERENT DIFFICULTIES IN TERMS OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN 
RELIGIOUS AND NON-RELIGIOUS PURPOSE OF REQUESTED ACTION. 

5. EMBASSY REQUESTED PURSUE THIS ISSUE AS MATTER OF 
PRIORITY CONCERN. EULL REPORTING ON GOB RESPONSE 
REQUESTED. 

KISSINGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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